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Nachgefragt!

Salomee talks with Sid about spiders, tattoos, Bog Myrtle, and her
magic yarn

SALOMEE: Hello, I'm Salomee.

SID: Hi, I'm Sid.

SALOMEE: It's nice to meet you.

SID: Nice to meet you, too.

SALOMEE: You have cool tattoos. You like spiders, don't you?

SID: | do like spiders, they're my favorite.

SALOMEE: So how long have you been in Berlin or at this Festival?

SID: Oh, | just got to Berlin a day and a half ago maybe, but my jet lag from the plane from
Canada is so bad that I've been sleeping most of the time. But now I'm awake and I'm here.

SALOMEE: That's nice. So, | heard that you were an illustrator before you started writing.
Why did you make the decision to start writing your own books?

SID: That's true, yeah. When | first spoke to an editor about making a children's book, | said,
no, no, | can draw or paint something that someone else wrote, but | can't write it myself, |
don't know how. And she said, no, no, | think that you know how to. She just inspired me
and gave me lots of confidence to try it myself. And then it turned out that | really loved
doing it. So, that was cool actually.

SALOMEE: So, this book has a special connection to your life?

SID: Yeah, | think so. | talk about a lot of things that | really, really care about in the book.
And | also get to make jokes about spiders and butts and stuff, which is important to me.



LI N IE'EFEE&ITU RINITIATIVE

SALOMEE: Was there someone or something that said to you, »I'm going to do this right
now, or inspired you? Or that helped you a lot?

SID: Definitely my editor, whose name is Sarah Marie. She helped me a lot. | talked to her all
the time about children's books, and we're both sort of obsessed with them. we're talking
all the time about what we're going to make next.

SALOMEE: So, do you have any special connection to one of the characters and do they
remind you of someone in your life?

SID: | think all three of the main characters are sort of different pieces about me in a way.
Beatrice is sort of what | want to be like, | think, on a good day, when | sort of believe in the
world.

And Magnolia is me on a really bad day, when | am like, | don't want to talk to anyone. | just
want to drink tea and be by myself.

And then Bog Myrtle is a more mysterious kind of something, like a guiding force that | think
maybe lives in everyone's head a little bit.

SALOMEE: In the book, you have special themes like greed or environment. Do you have
any special connection to them? Or do you have any personal experiences with them?

SID: Yeah, | think especially being an artist and trying to have a job doing that, and make
enough money to pay my rent and eat food and stuff. But while also being in this sort of
very, very corporate social media, all the illustrators that | know are making their living by
drawing things that they really don't care about and don't believe in. So | think that sort of
pressure around taking something that you love, like drawing pictures and using it to fuel
something that you don't so much love, like really greedy corporate capitalism, is a lot of the
turmoil that sort of ended up making its way into this book.

SALOMEE: Yeah. And does this book have a special message to the world that you wanted
to tell? Or is it just the love that you have for pictures and books?

SID: | always say that | don't want to give lots and lots of like morals and homework and
messages and stuff to children. But | think that it's a little bit inevitable, right? Because
especially younger kids, when they read the book, they're learning about the world from the
book. So you need to sort of present a world with kindness and fairness and stuff in it for
them. Because it's important to learn about the world that way, right? But | also think that |,
at the same time, try not to take it too seriously and try to make people laugh and feel a
little bit scared, but then laugh.
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SALOMEE: You're doing this very well.

SID: Thank you.

SALOMEE: If you had to describe your book in one word, what would it be?
SID: Oh my God, one word? | hope it's a little bit mysterious.

SALOMEE: It definitely is.

SID: Thank you.

SALOMEE: And it's cool. Do you prefer giving readings or interviews?

SID: | am preferring this interview right now because we are sitting on a swing in a dreamy
garden and I'm speaking into a microphone on a stick and that is my favorite interview I've
ever done.

SALOMEE: Thanks. How long did you work on this book or on your first book?

SID: Both times | took a long time writing it and figuring out what the pace of the book was
going to be, all the different things that happen in it and the order that they happen in. That
part was really agonizing. It took a long time and | couldn't figure it out for a long time and |
was trying new things. But once | figured that part out, it was just a dreamy, smooth sailing
world of just painting pictures for about two months straight, all day, every day.

And that was the fun part.

SALOMEE: That would be everyone's fun part. What about your work is so different from
what you expected?

SID: | thought that | was going to only make sort of weird, sad art for grown-ups before
when | was in illustration school, in art school. But then, with the help of my editor, |
realized that | really loved making books for kids that still had some of that darkness and
sadness in them but were also funny and light and brought people together.

So it actually is more fun than | was expecting, the work that | made.

SALOMEE: And which event at the ilb do you want to attend or will you attend?

SID: Okay, this one isn't for kids, but | am a huge fan of Cristina Rivera Garza. And she is the
headliner at this festival. And her book, »The Taiga Syndrome, is one of my favorites. So I'm
really excited to see her talk later today.
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SALOMEE: | am so happy that | can meet you and talk to a real author. Because | love
books too. And it's so funny to find someone that loves books as much as | do.

| wanted to thank you for the interview because it was very fun talking to you and you're
a funny person, a good person.

SID: Thanks so much, Salomee. You were a really good interviewer and really fun to talk to
as well.



