Berliner Festspiele internationales literaturfestival , berlin

Appeal for a Worldwide Reading for Pussy Riot on 12 December 2012!

In the past weeks the Russian judiciary has missed the chance to end the infamous prosecution of
Pussy Riot. The sentence in the first instance as such, and the fact that there was a trial at all, is a
disgrace! It is another example of how Putin’s system is trying to shut up a whole generation of
artists and keep them from expressing themselves in art, culture and civil society.

The international literature festival berlin, writers and intellectuals from the whole world pay
reverence to Nadeshda Tolokonnikova, Jekatarina Samuzewicz, and Maria Alechina, whose
artistic initiative in the Cathedral of Christ the Saviour has shown that there is another Russia, a
country that does not tolerate bans on freedom of opinion and the ways these manifest themselves
in and are imposed by the church or the ruling classes. In view of the dictatorial traits of Putin’s
regime, evidenced by Russia’s permanent veto in the UN Security Council in association with
China, which shows the country’s particular understanding of democracy and humanity, we need to
express our solidarity with the punk band and the civil society institutions, who are being
criminalized by a new law. This is a European and an international necessity!

In August the ilb launched an appeal and invited artists and intellectuals, schools and universities,
radio and TV stations, theatres and other cultural institutions to join us for a worldwide reading in
solidarity with Pussy Riot and the democratic groups in Russia on 12 December 2012. It was the
12th of December when, in 1993, in a general referendum, the constitution of the Russian
Federation was adopted by the DUMA. It is not Pussy Riot who is undermining Russian
democracy, but those who are trying to kill the achievements made by the soft revolution at the end
of the last century.

We will read parts of the statements of Pussy Riot at court. The ilb will publish the texts in English,
German, Russian, and other languages on its website www.literaturfestival.com from November
15th 2012.

All those who want to join us for the reading, please send your proposal for a
performance until 30/11/2012 to: worldwidereading@literaturfestival.com

So far this appeal is being supported by:

Hector Abad, Zsuzsa Bank, Jeanne Benameur, Mirko Bonné, James Byrne, Amir Hassan
Cheheltan, Bora Cosic, Marie Darrieussecq, Dorothea Dieckmann, Arnd, Gretel & Beatrice Dossi,
Reimer Eilers, Peter Faecke, Dieter M. Graf, Gintaras Grajauskas, Lars Gustafsson, Alban Nikolai
Herbst, Uwe Herms, Hendrik Jackson, Willi Jasper, Elfriede Jelinek, Lidija Klasic, Peter Kleil3,
Mario Vargas Llosa, Ekke Maal}, Norman Manea, Alberto Manguel, Sonja Margolina, Amanda
Michalopoulou, Bart Moeyaert, Melinda Nadj Abonji, Tim Parks, Elisabeth Plessen, Martin Pollack,
Santiago Roncagliolo, Annika Scheffel, Robert Schindel, Jenny Schon, Raoul Schrott, Sjon,
Rebecca Solnit, C.K. Stead, Antje Ravic Strubel, Hans Thill, Ted van Lieshout, Viadimir Vertlib,
Herbert Wiesner, Oksana Zabuzhko, Jenni Zylka.
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